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DAVID A. DRAKE

[ can’t think of much to say about the
review of Sandra and my Kipling anthologies, save
that amateur reviewers are so apt to blame authors,
in this case editors, for cover copy as amateur
writers are to ask authors where they get their
ideas. [And editors seem quite unable to tell
when reviewers are making a joke about the
cover copy.—AJB]

THOMAS M. EGAN

His Jungle Book is still a better
interpretation of India and its strange spinit of
nature gods and demons than many professional
sociological studies (but try Alberuni’s India of
Eleventh Century A.D.. Norton Paperbacks). Kim,
the poem “Gunga Din.” the grand shont stories of
curses and strange karmic fates. Kiphng was a man
who defended his country’s empire, “The White
Man’s Burden”. and the strange link of Free-
masonry to his life (“The Man Who Would Be
King”?). Yet he beheved there was more to History
than “East is east and west is west, and never the
twain shall meet.”” His stonies ultimately show it,
while keeping the mystery of human cultural
identities altve as the paths of the human soul.

By the way. could you connect Freemasonry
with conspiracy and the occult (e.g.. Mozart's
Magic Flute to the Iltuminati concept of Peter
Anson Wilson to the Masonic embiems on our US
dollar bills)? I beheve Freemasonry is part of the
secret history of the west since the French
Revolution. (The first “third party” movement in
the USA in the 1830s was an anti-Freemasonry
party!) Or that Masonry 1s part and parcel of the
Gnostic tradition.

GRACE FUNK

Kipling has long been one of my
favorite authors. At one time | could quote most of
Kim by heart.

TEDDY HARVIA

Your arguments fail to convince me that
Rudyard Kipling is the father of science fiction.
The presumption that a single individual had a
dominating influence belittles the diversity and
complexity of the genre.

BEN INDICK

I appreciate the Kipling section. an
author ignored by the SF genre and by literature
itself because he is perceived as being a jingoist
racist. Fans who have never seen his “With the
Night Mail" in its original printing have missed
an extraordinary and beautiful book.

MARGARET LAMBERT

I"ve loved Rudyard Kipling for so
many years—got hooked on Just So Srories and
Kim. then Puck of Pook's Hill, Rewards and
Fairies and the Jungle Book. and then 1 read
everything else of his 1 could find. I did have a big
clean-out years ago and most of my Kipling went.
but I've replaced quite a few of them again. These
days I try to sublimate such urges to clean out by
digging a big hole in the garden instead.

ETHEL LINDSAY
The Kipling portion will send me back
o his work, just as soon as | have ume. One wnier

Topix

who is obviously an admirer of Kipling is the
mystery writer. Anthony Price. Apart from often
guoting Kipling he has his major character base his
life on Kipling's ethos.

DAVID PALTER
Anne Braude states that he cannot be

proven to be a racist, even though he did consider
the white race to be superior. and other races to be
child-like at best. Kipling is redeemed by the fact
that some of his most noble characters belong to
these non-white races. In fact, that does not
exculpate him from the charge of racism. The
belief that non-white races are stili capable of
nobility, provided that they remain properly
subservient to their natural master. the white
Anglo-Saxon race, is itself a racist view.
Admittedly, as racists go. one could do a lot worse
than Kipling. Certainly he did not advocate murder
or slavery on racial grounds, as others have.
But anything short of full equality is still racism.

Despite my my moral qualms about Kipling. 1t
is clear that he was a great writer and very major
influence on the evolution of the SF genre. as you
have so clearly demonstrated in this series of
articles. | would not go quite as far as Fred Lemer.
who calls Kipling the greatest influence on SF that
there is (I"d still choose H.G. Wells for that posi-
tion) but clearly he is of prime imponance to the
field. [The non-white protagonists of the stories
I cited are by no means subservient to whites
and are shown as more capable of love, courage,
and sacrifice than the WASPs they contend
with. Do you consider the Bosnian Serbs, for
example, your moral equals, David?—AJB]

ROGER WADDINGTON
Your feature on Kipling leaves me 1n
some awe and ignorance of the knowledge and
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scholarship shown here: mine has always been an
acquaintance with the author. chance encounters
rather than a full-blown expertise. As one of my
father’s favonite quotes had it, “When the
Rudyards cease from Kipling. and the Haggards
ride no more;”" and must admit. that the She and
the film version of King Solomon's Mines, have
always tended to prefer the latter. Though there
was one childhood Christmas with the present of
The Jungle Book: and 1" ve lately come back to
re-read Puck of Pook's Hill wilh a deeper
appreciation than that given at school. Also in his
later life. T've been able to add John Huston’s The
Man Who Would Be King 10 the list of my all time
favorites: I don’t know how Kipling punists would
regard it—a travesty? An insult” —but from my
untutored view, a marvelous adaption.

Also 10 his credit, there is also what must have
been one of the most emotive hymns ever (for a
Brit) to be sung at school asscmbly, with Kipling's
words set to music; as the first verse goes,

Land of our birth. we pledge to thee
Our love and toil through the years to be:
When we are grown, and take our place
As men and women of our race.
So I can concur that he made exceedingly good
SONgs.

Which is the only place | myself might be able
to shed some light. i.c. on the title of that Peter
Beliamy tape: as with the example in Anne
Braude's review of the Brunner-edited anthologies.
it's another trans-Atlanticism that might not have
survived the journey. There is a cake manufacturer
over here who's producing one of their lines under
the title of Mr. Kipling's Cakes. the name intended
to give a quintessential image of England. The TV
adverts are equally so. and each ends with the
words. “Mr. Kipling does make exceedingly good
cakes!™ Oh, he just might be revolving in his
grave: more likely. he’s chuckling over it in
writers” heaven.

MIKE WHALEN

When 1 got 1o the salute 10 Rudyard
Kipling 1 think my mind froze up. Unfortunately.
most of this missed me entirely. Though I did read
every article. I just hadn’t heard about him before
(talk about unenlightened. eh?) but at least 1 can
still look him up. Making a quick check here at the
Dodge City Public Library. 1 find that they have
several titles. Now if I wind up becoming a
resident of Kansas. I'll get a library card and start
checking out some of his books to see what all the
furor is about. Then the articles will start to make
some sensc.

WALTER A. WILLIS

The “Focus on Kipling”™ was readable
and contained much of value. but nothing to
convince me that Kipling really wrote anything
that 1 would categonse as science fiction.

FUNNY STUFF

JOHN BRUNNER

In passing: funny SF? (p. 77}
The funniest I recall is Chester Anderson’s The
Burterflv Kid. too often overlooked. 1 suspect
because he wasn't a “regular™ SF author. And
doesn’'t anvone read Brunner any more? Terry
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